
The Rasmussen College Library System is comprised 

of 18 campuses across five states and a large 

national online campus. In  Fall  2009, an online and 

campus book discussion was initiated to provide an 

opportunity for students, faculty, and staff to share in 

a college-wide discussion of Sherman Alexie’s The 

Absolutely True Story of a Part-time Indian. Various 

tie-in events, activities, and displays were held at 

each campus, including the three  Florida campuses.

The Pasco County Campus  is continuing this 

endeavor to foster reading and discussion through 

quarterly rotation book club kits. A “kit” was  

developed through purchase of 10 print copies and 

an eBook accessible through NetLibrary.  Discussion 

materials were gathered and marketing materials, 

including a corresponding website, were created to 

complement the online discussion.   The online 

component  allows for all students and faculty, 

including those  fully online and/or unable to come to 

a physical campus, a means of participating in the 

college community.
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The book club was marketed through flyers, kiosk slides, 
word-of-mouth, classroom announcements, and our 
Student Portal. Students were given information on how to 
participate in the online discussion as well as information 
to access the eBook.

In addition to the discussion, a companion website was 
created to provide students additional information about the 
book, author, and topical themes raised in the book.  The 
campus librarians look to select books in keeping with the 
college’s diversity initiatives.  Picoult’s book, for example,  
addresses themes of religion.

Books are chosen from a combination of factors:  Campus 
librarians suggest titles on our internal wiki and participants 
can make suggestions on LibraryThing.  To be selected, a 
title must also be available in eBook format so that it is 
accessible through our NetLibrary interface.  
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Through the online discussion, students 

have a forum to communicate 

regardless of their location.  We have 

fully online students participating along 

with students from the campus.  Also 

allows for freedom to participate in a 

campus event without having to come 

to the campus.  Time constraints, 

because of students’ outside 

commitments, has limited our 

residential participation.


