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Library Days in Tallahassee

Wearing red “I Support Libraries” buttons, library advocates from all over Florida gathered in
Tallahassee on Tuesday, March 10 and Wednesday, March 11. This annual event is an
opportunity, organized by FLA’s Legislative Committee, to encourage library supporters to talk
with their elected officials in the Legislature about the value of libraries.

Library Days 2009 convened at Homewood Suites
with a welcome by FLA President Mercedes
Clement. This was followed with a briefing by
State Librarian Judi Ring on library-related bills
before the 2009 Legislature. FLA lobbyist, Chris
Lyon of Lewis, Longman and Walker law firm,
described the current climate in the Legislature.
FLA Legislative Committee Chair Lisa Manners
reviewed reference materials that had been prepared
for attendees, including a card summarizing library
issues that could be customized to include local
concerns.

After a day of visiting legislators’ offices, Library
Day participants returned to Homewood Suites for an Idea Exchange. This opportunity to
compare notes on the day’s events was coordinated by Barbara Correll, leader of FLA’s member
group for Friends, Foundations and Boards. An evening reception followed. The following
morning, Lisa Manners conducted an abbreviated briefing for those who were unable to attend
earlier.
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Library Days was made possible by the generous donation of groups and individuals who
contribute to FLA’s Friends of Florida Library Honor Roll:
(http://www.flalib.org/honor_roll_campaign_files/2009_3_5_Honor_Roll.pdf

FLA’s legislative platform and resources for library supporters are posted at:
http://www.flalib.org/advocacy.php

Register Now for FLA Annual Conference, May 5-8 in Orlando

Registration is open for the 2009 FLA Conference, to be held May 5-8
at the Doubletree Hotel at the Entrance to Universal Orlando.

President Mercedes Clement has chosen the theme
“Libraries…connecting people, information and knowledge.” This
theme has been translated into a wide array of programs to assist
libraries of all types in dealing with a challenging economy.

Preconferences will be held on Tuesday, May 5. On Wednesday, May
6 the opening session will include talks by keynoter Richard Madaus of
the College Center for Library Automation and Jim Rettig, President of

the American Library Association.

The conference also features a Job Center for those seeking jobs and employers needing to fill
positions. A wide array of breakout sessions focus on timely topics. The closing lunch and
awards program will feature author Bob Morris.

To find out more and to register, visit: http://www.flalib.org/conference_2009.php

Publishers, Self-Publishers and Authors Welcome to Display with FPA at FLA Conference

As a courtesy during hard times, small and independent publishers, self-publishers and authors
are welcome to display their products in the Florida Publishers Association, Inc.’s booth (#518)
at the FLA Conference. This display opportunity is intended only for those who cannot afford to
take their own booth. FPA is a past winner of the FLA Best Booth award. FPA displays products
face out, offers giveaways and door prizes. To receive an FPA Display brochure, email Betsy
Wright-Lampe. FLA members are asked to let their authors, self-publishers and publisher
patrons know about this product display opportunity.

FACRL Fall Program Call for Presentations – 2009

Share your ideas and projects related to resource sharing, interlibrary loan, physical resource
management, collaborative storage and preservation, digitization projects, and related open
source developments with your colleagues!

The Florida Chapter of the Association of College and Research Libraries (FACRL), also known
as the FLA Academic Libraries Members Group, will be accepting proposals for their fall
program, Blurring Boundaries: The Future of Library Cooperation in the 21st Century, to be
held at Rollins College, in Winter Park, on Friday October 30, 2009.
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Florida Publishers Association Publishing Round Table Scheduled

The Florida Publishers Association, Inc. will hold a Publishing Round Table on Saturday, April
25, in the Plantation Room of the Red Rose Inn & Suites in Plant City, FL. Publishers, self-
publishers, authors and publishing vendors are welcome to attend, even if not members of FPA.
And, as always, they welcome librarian attendees, who may use the FPA-member rate when
registering. Discussions will include book production, marketing, sales, ebooks and much more.
To receive a Round Table brochure, email Betsy Wright-Lampe. They ask that FLA members
let their author, self-publisher and publisher patrons know about this Publishing Round Table
event.

Kenya Photographer’s Program Featured at Lake Wales Library

The Lake Wales Public Library was honored to present “A Day on the Masai Mara: A
Photographer’s Travel” on Thursday, March 12. Long-time resident and educator Art Falconer
shared his photos and tales of Kenya’s Masai Mara.

Art Falconer taught world geography to young adults for 32 years. He holds a Masters Degree in
African Geography from UCLA. Since his retirement from teaching Mr. Falconer has
documented his love of travel and cultures through the lens of his camera.

“A Day on the Masai Mara” featured photos from southwest Kenya and the northern Serengeti
Plain. During this photo safari he observed a variety of wildlife particularly the migration of the
wildebeest. “A Day on the Masai Mara” is part of the Lake Wales Public Library’s observation
of Black History Month. For more information, call 863-678-4004

Woodcarving & Words Inspire One Man’s Legacy at Ocala Library

Patrons entering the Ocala Headquarters of the Library
during the month of February were treated to a stunning
display of wood bird carvings by the late Gene
Grodzinski of Silver Springs, who passed away in 2002.
The highlight of the display is a life-size carving of a
Red Shouldered Hawk. And at the other end of the scale
there is the small, first -time carving of a heron.

Several years ago, Gene saw a display of bird carvings
being shown in an exhibit at a store in downtown Ocala
and he insisted that his wife Midge go along with him to

see it. The display so awed Gene that he asked Midge to get him a book on wood carvings the
next time she visited the Library. Midge said that the birds in that exhibit were so life-like that
she tried to pet one! Since the day he read that book, Gene put his natural talents to work and
amassed the collection of incredibly life-like birds that are now on display in the library.

Gene twice displayed his works at Fine Arts For Ocala art show, and his stall was always the
object of interest from people who sometimes stood six-deep looking at his birds. Midge recalled
the FAFO judge who gave a cursory glance at Gene’s display and moved on. Curious, Gene
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asked the judge why he did not examine his birds more closely for the purpose of judging, and
was told that the organizers of the show did not consider that taxidermy was an art form...he
thought the birds were real!

Midge Grodzinski is grateful to the public library for the opportunity to display her late
husband’s amazing collection of birds, and is happy many others are getting the chance to share
with her the enjoyment that her husband’s legacy has brought her over the years.

Upcoming Events at Lake Wales Library

The Night Owls Book Discussion Group will meet Tuesday, March 24 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the
March Title, The Gathering by Anne Enright.

The Volunteer Appreciation Dinner will be held Friday, March 27 at 5:30 PM at the Lake Wales
Woman’s Club. The Library staff and the LW Library Association will host this dinner honoring
their wonderful, dedicated volunteers.

The “Let’s Talk About It Love & Forgiveness” Book Discussion will be held Saturday, March
28 at 3 p.m. This week’s book is The Dead by James Joyce. The library is accepting limited
registrations for final three discussions

The Polk County Library Cooperative’s Bookmobile will visit the Lake Wales Public Library’s
Main Parking Lot Monday, March 30 from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. If you’ve seen the brightly
colored Bookmobile on the highways of Polk County now is your chance to visit the
Bookmobile, meet the Robin, the Bookmobile Librarian and borrow materials.

For a complete list of library programs and meetings, visit their website calendar,
www.cityoflakewales.com/library and click Calendar.

African American Read-In Held at Jane Bancroft Cook Library

The Jane Bancroft Cook Library, a joint-use library of New College of Florida and the
University of South Florida Sarasota-Manatee, sponsored the African American Read-In for the
4th year in a row on Wednesday, February 18 from 11am - 1pm. This event was held in on the
1st floor of the Library where patrons could stop by and hear students, faculty and staff of both
institutions reading from African American authors and poets. The reading continued non-stop
for the two hour period.

Laub-Novak Art Exhibit to Open at Canizaro Library During Festival of the Arts

Ave Maria University’s Canizaro Library has announced the next art exhibit for its second floor
gallery-space. Incarnate Words: Works on Paper by Karen Laub-Novak will run from March 20
to May 10, with the opening reception Sunday, March 22, at 11:30 a.m.

Karen Laub-Novak is a painter, sculptor, print-maker and writer. Her extensive biography
reflects worldwide representation in private collections as well as permanent collections.
Previous one-person exhibits include the William Sawyer Gallery, San Francisco; Los Robles
Gallery, Palo Alto, California; Botolph and Impressions galleries, Boston; Des Moines Art
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Museum, Iowa; Rochester Museum, Minnesota; the Rockefeller Foundation, New York;
Stanford; Harvard; Yale; Duke and others.

Her work also includes several series of lithographs on famous texts: seventeen on The
Apocalypse; six on T.S. Eliot’s “Ash Wednesday”; six on The Book of Genesis; and to date,
eight lithographs on Rainier Marie Rilke’s “Duino Elegies.” Her essays and reviews have
appeared in educational, theological and general interest magazines. Her essay, “The Art of
Deception,” was written for the book Art Creativity and the Sacred. She was also a guest editor
for Momentum Magazine, which published her essay “The Habits of Art.”

Previous exhibits have included work inspired by poets including T.S. Eliot, Gerard Manley
Hopkins, Dante, and the author of the “Apocalypse.” Laub-Novak is also working on a series of
paintings and prints based on Rainer Maria Rilke’s “Duino Elegies.” She has been printing these
lithographs at the Curwen Studios in England. Canizaro Library will display 21 prints.

All are invited to attend the exhibit’s opening reception in the library. Novak will give a short
lecture and will be signing copies of her book, Habits of Art, which will be available there as
well as throughout the exhibit in the Ave Maria University Bookstore on Annunciation Circle in
La Piazza.

Canizaro Library’s hours are Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. to 1 a.m., Friday and Saturday 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday 1 p.m. to 1 a.m. The library will open at 11 a.m. for the reception on
Sunday. March 22. To read more about the artist and preview her works online, visit www.laub-
novakart.com.

USF SLIS Alumni Receive Awards at SEFLIN Luncheon

Several USF SLIS alumni were award recipients at the SEFLIN Awards Luncheon on February
27 in Ft. Lauderdale. The Collaboration Award, which recognizes SEFLIN member libraries and
their staff “for their contribution of time, energy and talent in supporting cooperation between all
types of libraries,” was presented to Rachel Cathcart, Lauren Christos, Larry Treadwell, Doreen
Gauthier, Jan Johnson, Amanda Sarra, Dan Tan, Leecy Barnett, Sunem Beaton-Garcia, Dani
Lichtenberg, and Larry Treadwell.

The Vista Award, which “recognizes and individual library employee or a team of library
employees for providing excellent library services and furthering cooperation between all types
of libraries,” was presented to Sunem Beaton-Garcia, Lucia Gonzalez, Miriam Hershenson,
Deborah Passalacqua, Cynthia Shulman, Victoria Thur, Eileen MacNally, Rafael Costa, and Dan
Tan.

The Innovation Award, which recognizes “an innovative library activity, program or service
based on collaborative efforts between libraries or libraries and the communities they serve, was
presented to Kathleen Werthman. The Horizon Award, which “recognizes community and
business leaders/organizations for their outstanding support of libraries,” was presented to
Marleen Lee.


